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What a chance! Your first mail reached me just two days after I was contemplating with my parents and sister about my time at Tettenhall College.
 Please find attached my answers to the questionnaire (plus photo) for the students at TC. Sorry for my late reply, I am moving house over Europe...
 Maybe I can add two recent experiences that should encourage students in there professional choices with regard to COVID19. However, I did not find where to put them in the questionnaire. And I am not quiet sure if I hit the purpose correctly.
 Experience 1:
I prepared for three years my PhD and one of my main goals was to defend within the three years limit of the associated labor contract. So I prepared myself a stringent time plan, which I managed to keep. Everything was in place for a PhD defense with an international jury to be invited to Grenoble. Ten days before my defense date France got locked down. Unfortunately, my university did not agree spontaneously on a videoconferencing presentation. So everything got postponed. Due to administrative issues the date had to be changed again and again. Not easy to find a time slot for eleven persons, some of them being well occupied university professors. Finally, I could defend by video conference in June – after more than two months of waiting.
During all this uncertain time I always tried to stay calm and to provide clear communication to the jury and university in order to find a solution that suites all involved parties. And finally it worked out.
 Experience 2:
Towards the second half of my third year as PhD student I started my job search. I got in contact with companies and had interviews for permanent job positions as research and development engineer.
One of the companies stopped the recruiting process, as their hiring politics have changed due to COVID19. I asked myself if I wish to work in that company. They might fire me on any upcoming crisis?
Another company proposed me a physical face-to-face meeting. It happened to be during the start of lock down in Europe. So we waited. And finally we turned the physical into a videoconferencing face-to-face meeting. Good signs for a stable company. There I want to work and I will!
I think the most important part for the professional career are ones' skills and motivation. And some time and persistence to find the right working place – one that really requires you and all the benefits you generate for this place.
 So far on my recent experiences.
 Please feel free to contact me if you wish further details. I can also cross read any of the material you prepare for the students, etc. I am delighted to keep connected to Tettenhall College this way.
 Please keep me in your register files. Although I might be very busy, I follow TC still somehow as it is part of me.
 Please say hello to all colleagues and staff that might still remember me.
 Keep in touch and all the best for your family!
Kind regards,
Florian Wolf
	Florian Wolf
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	1. Can you share with us a fond memory of your time at Tettenhall College?
	I have many very good memories of my time at Tettenhall College. They reach from learning to life in the boarding house.
Coming into Lower Sixth form from Germany, where classes have around thirty students, the small classes and the very individual teaching was very new to me. I appreciated a lot this very intense and personalized teaching and learning atmosphere. I experienced the spirit that teachers and students are working together in order to achieve a common goal. Maybe the most outstanding of these moments was the preparation of my French exam with Ms Compain-Holt. Even on the weekends she was available to go through the revision and she helped me by correcting my practise exams.

I was also impressed by the school’s musical. Everybody is encouraged to participate in one way or another. I was working backstage, helping changing scenes in “Anything Goes”. Spending time with other students and teachers contributing to this event is a very valuable experience and I really felt being part of one big school community.

On weekends on which I did not have to learn and revise, I enjoyed playing “hide and seek” with the other boarding students on the school’s grounds. But my preferred activities were those with Alex, the grounds man. Mowing the lawn, constructing sheds in the pet’s corner, ... 


	2. What do you miss the most about Tettenhall College?
	It is the teachers’ attitude and the learning atmosphere that I miss the most about Tettenhall College. It was an exceptional experience that taught me moreover that I am not learning for good grades but for life.


	3. Please can you share with us who you are still in contact with from Tettenhall College? In what capacity do you still know them?
	I am still in contact with Ms Compain-Holt. We have a regular email exchange. Maybe about one email per year, mutually exchanging news.


	4. What were your plans on leaving Tettenhall College?
	I spent only one year in Lower Sixth form before going back to Germany in order to finish school (the Gymnasium) with two more years ahead to obtain the German Abitur (approximately equivalent to A-levels). By then I did not yet know exactly where and what I wanted to study. Therefore me and my parents judged that the Abitur would be better adapted if I wished to study at a German university. Otherwise I would have loved to stay at Tettenhall College also for Upper Sixth form.


	5. How did Tettenhall College help you prepare for life after school? Can you provide the name of an individual who encouraged you, with an example of how they inspired/supported/believed in you?
	Tettenhall College was probably my first step to an international career: living, learning and working abroad.

Besides the excellent academic teaching and learning atmosphere, my time at Tettenhall College inspired me also on the sports side.
Before coming to Tettenhall College I did not have a good relationship with physical exercise and more specifically the sports lessons at school. Through the sports teachers at Tettenhall College, I found a totally new access to sport. It was probably the entire sports teacher team and how sport is integrated into the academic timetable that made me change my mind. Key moments were the snowball fight with Mr Petfield and Mr Bullock in winter or the Saturday morning football sessions with them. Although they are tough sports guys, they inspired me to play football or cricket in those times. Despite my very poor capacities in football, I always felt part of the schools team (the second one). Today I love hiking and cycling, which I practised the last seven years in the Alps around Grenoble/France. I now know many alpine passes by bicycle!



	6. What are you currently doing in life?
	After leaving Tettenhall College, I finished school in Germany and I started studying Electrical Engineering and Information Technology at the Karlsruhe Institute of Technology (KIT). During my studies I went on a Dual Master’s exchange program with the Grenoble Institute of Technology (Grenoble INP) in Grenoble/France. After obtaining a Masters degree from Germany and the equivalent French Engineer Diploma, I started my PhD in Grenoble/France. I completed my PhD studies in spring this year and I defended my PhD thesis this month.

In parallel I found a very interesting job as research and development engineer in the automotive domain. I will start my new job assignment on designing algorithms for video based driver assistance systems this summer.


	7. Can you share with us any plans, aspirations and ambitions for your future?
	Having been first abroad in England at Tettenhall College, I continued my studies in France, as I love the experience of integrating into a different culture.
Unfortunately I met my girlfriend in Grenoble. However, she is neither British, nor French nor German but Romanian. So we will move to Romania soon. We will start our life there with all that comes along.


	8. Can you add a few final words of advice to a young person?
	Be persistent in all you do. And do things thoroughly. It will be hard, but you will not regret.
For me it was difficult to integrate into the English boarding community. I was the strange German. But I stayed with them, listened and tried to integrate myself actively. And over time I got accepted. Now I can say English people are closed. But my time in France showed me the same there. And I guess it will be the same anywhere – also if you come to Germany.
If you go aboard, integrate yourself in the native community actively. It will be hard, but you will be rewarded with something you cannot get if you stay with your known (English) peers. It is a totally different access to the local culture.

More generally, if you embrace something whether it is in school, at university or you job, and you are persistent, you are able to make change and achieve your goals. 
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